General procedure for preparation of the trifluoromethylated benzophenone derivatives. To the mixture of 30 ml dry THF and 1.58 g (66.0 mmol) magnesium granules isopropyl bromide (5.55 ml, 59.0 mmol) was added dropwise over 1 h at a rate that maintained vigorous boiling. After completion of the reaction the mixture was cooled to room temperature and 2.79 g (66.0 mmol) lithium chloride was added, and then further stirred for 1 h. This "Super" Grignard solution was transferred via cannula into a dry THF solution (30ml) of trifluoromethyl substituted bromobenzene (66.0 mmol) at -10° C, at such a rate that the reaction temperature never exceeded -5°C. Then the reaction mixture was stirred at 0° C for an additional 2h and ethyl formate (2.44 g, 33.0 mmol) was added.
After stirring the reaction mixture for 5 h at room temperature, the reaction was quenched and the reaction mixture was partitioned between 100 ml of CH 2 Cl 2 and 100 ml of brine saturated with NH 4 Cl. After separating the organic layer, the aqueous phase was extracted with additional CH 2 Cl 2 . The combined organic phase was dried over Na 2 SO 4 , the solvent was removed by a rotary evaporator and the residue was recrystallized from hexane.
To a stirred acetone solution (100 ml) of the corresponding substituted trifluoromethylated diphenylmethanol (4.4 mmol) Jones' reagent (13.2 mmol, 3.4 ml) was added dropwise at 0°C. Then the resulting mixture was allowed to reach room temperature and stirred until the reaction reached completion (3h) as detected by the absence of starting material by thin-layer chromatography. Isopropyl alcohol (10 ml) was added to quench the excess of the Jones' reagent. The mixture was filtered through cellite then was poured into separatory funnel and 150 ml diethyl ether was added. The organic phase was washed with water (3x50 ml) and then with brine (2x50 ml). The organic layer was then dried over Na 2 SO 4 and the solvent was removed to provide the corresponding benzophenone derivative. 138.0, 133.8, 133.3, 132.9, 132.4, 130.1, 129.9, 128.3, 127.1, 127.0, 126.9, 124.7, 121.1, 117.5, 19 F-NMR (300 MHz, CDCl 3 ) δ -63.6
4,4'-Di(trifluoromethyl)benzophenone (dpCFBp). 
